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Luna, 23° die Martii, 1835. 



Ordered, That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the nature, character, 
extent and tendency of Orange Lodges, Associations or Societies in Ireland, and to report 
their Opinion thereon to The House: — And a Committee was appointed of — 



Mr. Finn. 

Mr. O’Connell. 

Mr. Sheil. 

Mr. Wyse. 

Mr. Jackson. 

Lord Viscount Ebrington. 
Mr. Wilson Patten. 

Mr. Pease. 

Mr. Bethel. 

Mr. Edward Buller. 

Mr. Cutlar Fergusson. 
Colonel Wood. 

Mr. Edward John Stanley. 
Mr. Fox Maule. 



Lord Viscount Casttereagh. 
Mr. Bannerman. 

Mr. Shaw. 

Mr. Spring Rice. 

Mr. Maxwell. 

Mr. Ward. 

Mr. Nicholl. 

Mr. O’Loghlen. 

Mr. Alexander Pringle. 

Sir James Graham. 

Sir John Yarde Buller. 
Colonel Conolly. 

Colonel Perceval. 



Ordered, That the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers and Records. 
Ordered, That Five be the Quorum of the Committee. 



Martis , 24* die Martii, 1 835. 

Ordered, That Mr. Shaw and Colonel Perceval be discharged from further attendance 
on the Committee. 



Mercurii, 25 0 die Martii, 1 835. 

Ordered, That Mr. Finch and Mr. Grove Price be added to the Committee. 



Veneris, 1 5 0 die Mali, 1 835. 

Ordered, That Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Cutlar Fergusson be added to 
the Committee. 



Martis , 19 0 die Mali, 1835. 

Ordered, That Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Cutlar Fergusson, Mr. Fox Maule 
and Mr. Edward John Stanley be discharged from further attendance on the Committee ; 
and that Mr. Divett, Mr. J. Ponsonby, Mr. Gisborne and Mr. Poulter be added thereto. 



Luna, io die Junii, 1835. 

Ordered, That Lord Viscount Milton be added to the Committee. 



Veneris, 12 0 die Junii, 1835. 

Ordered, That Sir Edmund Hayes be added to the Committee; and that Colonel Conolly 
be excused from further attendance thereon. 



Veneris, 1 7 0 die Julii, 1 835. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gisborne be excused from further attendance on the Committee, 
and that Mr. Macleod be added thereto. 



Luna, 20 0 die Julii, 1835. 

Ordered, That the Committee have power to report the Minutes of the Evidence taken 
before them, from time to time, to The House. 



THE REPORT p 3 

LETTER FROM H. R. H. THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND - - p. 4 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE _ p fi 

APPENDIX _______ 
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report. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
Nature, Character, Extent and Tendency of Orange 
Lodges, Associations or Societies in Ireland , and to Report 
their Opinion, and who were empowered to Report the Minutes 
of the Evidence taken before them from time to time to The 
House : 



JjAVEmade a further progress in the matter referred to them, and beg 
leave to present this their SECOND REPORT to The House. 

6 August 1835. 
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REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



LETTER FROM H. R. H. THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND. 



^ IR » St. James’s Palace, 5 August 1835. 

Having understood that an impression is prevalent, that I, as Grand Master 
of the Orange Institution in Great Britain and Ireland, have countenanced, and 
even issued warrants to various regiments in His Majesty's service, I beg positively 
to deny the fact ; nay even, that when such a proposal was made to me, I instantly 
declined it, saying that it was contrary to the Regulations and Orders issued from 
the Horse Guards; and I therefore know of no lodge in any regiment, save and 
except that I perfectly recollect, long before I had the honour to hold the office of 
Grand Master, that there did exist an Orange Lodge in the 4th Regiment of Foot, 
which was King William the Third’s regiment ; and that in the year 1 798 or 1 7gg, 
I saw the officers and men wear orange ribbons on their breasts in the parade’ at 
Sivinley Camp, in the presence of George the Third ; and, if not much mistaken, 
believe our late King, George the Fourth, became an Orangeman of that said 
odge. However, if you can prove to me any warrant exists, I will order it to be 
annulled. 

I certainly have issued no warrant to that effect, as I have before said. It is 
true, I have signed many blank warrants, as far as they have no specific number of 
the lodge, or even name. They came to me, previously signed by the Deputy 
Grand Master, in Ireland, the Grand Treasurer, and the Grand Secretary. 

This statement, I trust, will be communicated, in contradiction to the assertions 
made upon that subject. 

Your’s sincerely, 

To John Wilson Patten, Esq. (sig " ed) ERNEST - 

Committee on Orange Lodges. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON ORANGE LODGES. 



5 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Jovis , 6* die Augusti, 1835 . 

T. WILSON PATTEN, ESQ. IN THE CHAIR. 



Major-General Sir John Macdonald, called in; and Examined. 

(l.) DO you hold the situation of Adjutant-general?— I do. 

(2.) Have you got the circular letters of 1822 and 1829, relating to Orange i 
Lodges? — I have. 

(3.) I believe they are both headed “Circular” and “ Confidential r -Yes. 

(4.) Were those orders sent to the Duke ot Cumberland, in his capacity either 
as Colonel of the Blues, or Field Marshal, or Grand Master of the Orange Insti- 
tution ? — I do not find that they were; I took pains to ascertain whether they 
were or not, having been apprised that I was likely to be asked that question, and 
I do not find by the records of my office that they had been sent to him. 

(5.) Are these orders sent to General Officers not in active command of troops? 
— No. 

(6.) Are these confidential orders entered in the regimental orderly books, or 
in the printed general orders of the Army ? — They are entered in the general regu 
lations and orders of the Army, which I have now in my possession, after a certain 
time ; but those orders that are confidential are not entered in the orderly books of 
the regiment. 

(7.) Are they periodically read to the troops on parade, when the articles are 
read ?— All general orders are read to the troops on three successive parades after 
they are received. 

(8.) Are the confidential orders so read ? — No. 

(9.) Have you any warrants which have been returned from regiments in con- 
quence of the interference of the Horse Guards, since this Committee sat? — 

I have [ handing them m]. 

(10.) Take one of the most recent cases of a regiment stationed in Ireland, the 
15th Hussars; have you any reports from the commanding officers and general 
officers, and if so, produce them? — I have a report relative to the Orange Lodge 
said to have existed in the 15th Hussars, both from the general officer command- 
ing in Ireland, and the commanding officer of that regiment. 

(11.) Will you produce them? — -This is from Sir Edward Blakeney. I should 
mention to the Committee that these reports were called for by Lord Hill’s order, 
in consequence of a communication from Mr. Hume to Lord Howick : copies of 
the instructions given by Lord Hill’s orders to call for these reports, are now, I 
believe, on the table of the House of Commons. In consequence, also, of that 
letter from Mr. Hume to Lord Howick, which alleged that Orange Lodges existed 
in certain regiments in Ireland, the instructions alluded to directed Sir Edward 
Blakeney to communicate with every regiment and dep6t under his command, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether the orders of the 1st July 1822, and the 14th 
November 1829, relative to Orange Lodges, had been disobeyed in any respect, 
and to report the name of any officer who might be discovered in the course of that 
communication to have disobeyed these orders. The general reports have not yet 
been received ; but it being deemed important that the answers relative to the 
particular cases mentioned in Mr. Hume’s letter to the Secretary at War should 
be had as soon as possible, those answers are now in my possession, to be laid 
before the Committee, with the exception of that relative to the 64th Regiment, 
whose depot is now in Scotland, and from which there has not been time, as yet, 
to receive an answer, the depot being at the time the instructions were sent to Ire- 
land actually on its passage from Ireland to Scotland. Nothing, however, very 
important can be elicited from the depot of the 64th ; the service companies of that 
regiment being now in Jamaica, and the officer who commanded the regiment at 



Major-gen. 
sir J. Macdonald 



6 August 1835. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Major-gen. 

Sir J. Macdonald. 



6 August 1835. 



15 Hussars and 
2d Bat. 1st Royal, 
64th Dep6t. 



6 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 

the time the Orange Lodge was said to have existed in it in Ireland, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dixon, being now in another regiment, viz. the 40th, serving in India. Is 
it the wish of the Committee that I should put in the answers and the enclosures ? 
(12.) Yes. 

[The following documents were then put in and read.] 

T _ Dublin, 1 August 1835. 

1 lost no time in transmitting copies of your letter and enclosures of 27th ultimo., on 
l • cct *he ex i stence of Orange Lodges in the regiments named in the margin, to 
the Major-general commanding the western and south-western districts; and I have now 
the honour to transmit to you, for the information of the General commanding in chief, the 
accompanying replies received from Major-general Sir James Douglas and Brigade-major 
bmith, on which last officer the duty has devolved, of carrying into effect the instructions 
communicated to the western district in Sir John Buchan’s temporary absence. 

brom Sir James Douglas’s communication, Lord Hill will learn with regret, that an 
Orange Lodge has existed since the 25th March last, without the knowledge of the com- 
manding officer, in the 15th Hussars; and I have called upon Lieutenant-colonel Badcock 
to explain, on what foundation and under what circumstances of inquiry, he stated to me 
on fy a f ew days ago, that no such Lodge existed in that regiment. 

The answer from Lieutenant-colonel Wetherall, as regards the Second Battalion Royal 
Regiment, is very satisfactory ; but I shall take no further measures as regards either of the 
above regiments, beyond the explanations I have required from Lieutenant-colonel Badcock, 
till I am honoured with Lord Hill’s further instructions. 

The depot of the 64th regiment having left this command, I have been prevented from 
instituting any inquiry as regards that regiment ; but I shall not fail to pursue the investi- 
gation pointed out in the concluding part of your letter, throughout the corps in this 
command, and furnish you with the result, with as little delay as possible, for Lord Hill’s 
information. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 
Edward Blakeney, 

The Adjutant-general, &c. &c., London. Major-general. 



These are the Enclosures referred to in that Letter ; 

®' r ’ Limerick, 29 July 1836. 

1 have had the honour to receive your letter of yesterday, with its enclosures. There 
is no man in the 15th Hussars of the name of Robert Moore. Fearin" some mistake had 
been made in the name, I caused Corporal Robert Moore of that corps to be brought before 
me, and obtained from him the following statement : 

“ Mr. Tremaine voluntarily gave him a warrant in Dublin, which he, Corporal Moore did 
not ask for. He believes Mr. Tremaine to be a hatter in Dublin. With the warrant he 
received rules and regulations, but is not aware of any diploma, nor does he understand 
rightly what is meant by the term diploma. He received nothing else than a warrant and 
the rules above-mentioned. He has attended Orange Lodges, not exceeding three or four 
times in Dublin, one to which he belonged and another. There are 14 or 15 soldiers of the 
l5tli Hussars who attended Orange Lodges. He held one or two, but not exceeding three 
meetings, on the authority and in pursuance of the warrant given to him, but he has held no 
meeting since the regiment left Dublin. The 14 or 1 5 Orangemen of the 15th Hussars belong 
to different troops. He was ignorant altogether of there being any impropriety in attending 
an Orange Lodge or holding one. It was not kept a secret, but lie believes was known to 
all the non-commissioned officers and men in the regiment. There have always been 
Orangemen in the regiment since he has been in it, but there was no Lodge in the regiment 
till the warrant was given to him. He became an Orangeman about eight or nine months ago, 
having been induced to become one by Mr. Tremaine. He had attended two or three times’ 
when the warrant was given to him unsolicited. All' the meetings of the Lodcre, authorized 
by his warrant, were held in a house in Dublin, but no meeting was ever held in°the barracks. 
He would on no account do what is in any respect contrary to regulations, and begs to place 
the warrant at once in the hands of the major-general, and to have nothing more to do with it. 

I have now the honour herewith to transmit the said warrant, and have only to add, that 
if I had been desired to name a regiment in the service in which such a thing could have 
gone on clandestinely, and without the knowledge of the officers, perhaps the last regiment 
I should have named would have been the 15th Hussars. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

J. D. Douglas , Major-general. 

T-S. Major Phillips, commanding the squadron in Limerick, gives Corporal Moore an 
excellent character ; but declares that neither he, nor any officer of the corps, had any 
knowledge of the existence of an Orange Lodge in the 15th Hussars. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON ORANGE LODGES. 7 

Sir, Limerick, 29 July 1835. 

Since my letter of this morning I sent to the post, I have obtained the enclosed instruc- 
tions for Orange Lodges from Corporal Moore, whose conduct has been frank, soldierlike, 
and who seems most anxious to have done with what he now perceives to be a more serious 
concern than he supposed. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

J. D. Douglas, Major-general. 

The Deputy Adjutant-general. 



Sj r< Limerick, 30 July 1835. 

With reference to your letter of yesterday and its enclosures, and to ray answer trans- 
mitted by this day’s post, I beg to inform you, for the information of the Major-general 
commanding in Ireland, that every attention shall be paid on my part to the directions 
transmitted to me relative to Orange Lodges. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

J. D. Douglas , Major-general. 

The Deputy Adjutant-general. 



Dublin, 3 August 1835. 

With reference to my letter of the 1st instant, I have now the honour to transmit to you, 
for the information of the General commanding in Chief, the accompanying letter from 
Lieutenant-colonel Badcock, explanatory of the circumstance which led him to report to me 
that no Orange Lodge existed in the 15th Hussars. 

It appears from this communication that Corporal Moore, in whose possession an 
Orange diploma was found, belonged to the squadron detached, and doing duty at 
Limerick. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

Edward Blakeney, Major-general Commanding. 

The Adjutant-general, &c. 8tc. London. 



g[ r Cahir, 1 August 1835. 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I have the honour to state, that I know not 
upon what authority the communication of Major-general Sir James Douglas rests, re- 
specting the existence of an Orange Lodge in the regiment under my command, further than 
the statement in the newspapers. 

Upon the receipt of your former letter, of the 10th ultimo, I made inquiry at the orderly- 
room of serjeants, and some who liad been 30 years in the regiment, and who all declared 
they never heard of the existence of such lodges. 

That several men, some lately recruited, had attended lodges in Dublin ; but these occur- 
rences took place without the sanction or knowledge of the commanding officer, who cannot 
be answerable where men may go during their leisure hours. 

I beg leave also to state, that on reading such newspaper statement, I spoke to the 
officers and men at a general parade, warning them to attend no meetings or lodges of a po- 
litical tendency, of any party whatsoever. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

L. Badcock, Lieutenant-colonel 15tli Hussars. 

To the Deputy Adjutant-general, &c. &c. &c. 



gj r> Major of Brigade’s Office, Athlone, 30 July 1835. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Major-general commanding, that 
on the receipt of your memorandum of yesterday’s date, and its enclosures, I lost no time in 
proceeding to the barracks in this garrison, and in the presence of Lieutenant-colonel 
Wetherall, the commanding officer of the 2d Battalion, Royal Regiment, I questioned private 
Robert Taylor, of that battalion, on the subject set forth in Mr. Hume’s letter relative to 
Orange Lodges. The questions put to this man, together with his answers, are herewith 
transmitted. , T i i i . 

I also deemed it my duty, in the absence of Major-general Sir John Buchan, to place the 
whole of the enclosures above alluded to in the hands of Lieutenant-colonel Wetherall, in 
order that no delay might occur in affording the information required by the General com- 
manding in Chief, and I now forward the Lieutenant-colonel’s reply as regards the 2d Bat- 
talion, Royal Regiment. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

J. C. Smith, Major. 

475- B 2 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 



Major-geo. 

Sir J. Macdonald. 



6 August 1835. 



Memo. Dublin, 

29 July 1835. 
Letter, ditto ditto. 
Horse Guards and 
War-office, 

27 July 1835. 
Joseph Hume , 

25 July 1835. 



Questions put to private Robert Taylor, of the 2d Battalion, Royal Regiment ; together 
with his Answers. 

Q. 1. Private Robert Taylor, are you an Orangeman ? — A. I am ; I was an Orangeman 
before I became a soldier. 

Q. 2 . Did you at any time obtain a warrant for holding or assembling an Orange Lodge, 
either before your enlisting or since you became a soldier? — A. Yes, in the year 1820 I ob- 
tained a warrant, No. 631, from the Rev. Mr. Cupples, of Lisburn ; that warrant is now in 
Belfast; this occurred six years before I enlisted into the Royal Regiment, or that I was 
a soldier. 

Q. 3. Since the period of your enlisting, in the year 1826, did you ever obtain a warrant 
for holding or assembling an Orange Lodge in the 2d Battalion, Royal Regiment? — 
A. I never did. 

Q. 4. Do you know anything about a warrant. No. 1765; and if so, for what purpose 
was it issued to you ? — A. I do not know of such a warrant ; it was never issued to me. The 
only warrant I ever received was the one I have before mentioned. No. 631, and that six 
years before 1 was a soldier. 

Q. 5. Do you know if any Orange Lodge exists, or did exist, in the 2d Battalion, Royal 
Regiment ? — A. On joining the regiment there was an Orange Lodge in it ; the warrant for 
holding which, No. 1623, had been obtained from Dublin, by a man named M'Adden, who 
afterwards volunteered to the 13th Light Dragoons. This lodge was suppressed in the 
year 1829, by order of Lieut. Col. Wetherall ; since that period up to the present moment 
no Orange Lodge has ever been held, nor does any Orange Lodge now exist, in the 2nd Bat- 
talion of the Royal Regiment. 



Sir, Athlone, 30 July 1885. 

I have the honour, with reference to the correspondence named in the margin, to state, 
for the information of the General Commanding in Chiefs that that part of the evidence 
taken before the House of Commons, as set forth in Mr. Hume’s Letter to Lord Ho wick, 
dated 26 July 1835, is totally erroneous. 

No Orange Lodge exists in the 2 d Battalion of the Royal Regiment, neither has any 
diploma been issued to Robert Taylor, nor to any other man belonging to the Battalion, 
authorizing the holding of an Orange Lodge. 

Private Robert Taylor states, that in the year 1820, and six years before he enlisted as a 
soldier, he did receive a diploma for that purpose from the Rev. Mr. Cupples of Lisburn, 
which diploma is now at Belfast, and that he never has since, directly or indirectly, been 
authorized to form a lodge. 

The number of that diploma was 63T, and not 1765, as stated. 

Shortly after I assumed command of the battalion in India, I ascertained that an Orange 
Lodge existed in it ; it came to my knowledge by the members bringing me a certain request 
to assemble on some particular occasion, to have a ball afterwards in the barracks. I lost 
not a moment in making known to them that such a society had been expressly prohibited ; 
and I can in confidence assure the General Commanding in Chief, that from that time to the 
present there has been no attempt or desire to form another lodge. The diploma was signed 
by the Duke of York, and was returned to the Grand Lodge in Dublin, its number was 1623 . 
This took place in 1829. 

f pledge myself that the confidential instructions of his Lordship, dated 14 Nov. 1829, 
have been strictly enforced. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 



The Brigade Major, Western District. 



G. A. Wetherall. 



P- S.- — When I dissolved the Orange Lodge, there were 115 members. 



The next case alluded to in Mr. Hume’s Letter to Lord Howick is the case of 
the King’s Dragoon Guards, and I am prepared to submit to the Committee the 
detailed report which has been received in that case. I should mention to the 
Committee, there is no General Officer in command of this district, but there is 
a very active, intelligent staff officer, Colonel Thom, as I think the Committee will 
see from his report, who was desired to take personally charge of the investigation, 
and the Committee will see that it has been conducted with great skill. 

Sir, Birmingham, 30 July 1835. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29tli inst., and to ac- 
quaint you that, in compliance with the commands of General Lord Hill therein contained, I 
lost no time in going to the barracks at this place for the puipose of seeing John Kennedy, of 
the King’s Dragoons Guards, and of making inquiries as to the existence of an Orange Lodge 
in that corps. I now beg leave to communicate to you, for his Lordship’s information, 
the result of my inquiries upon the subject. 

Not having been able to see John Kennedy, the man alluded to, who is the farrier of the 
troop quartered at Wolverhampton, and having ascertained that there are a few o he men 

of 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON ORANGE LODGES. 9 

of that corps who are, or who have been, members of Orange Lodges. I desired that those 
men might be brought before me, all of whom I questioned separately. They stated as fol- 
lows: viz. 

Private Henry Hewitt : That a warrant was obtained from the Grand Orange Lodge in 
Dublin, in the year 18*29, for an Orange Lodge, No. 5(57, to be held in the King’s Dragoon 
Guards ; that it was formed at the instigation of Mr. Hawkes, a gentleman residing at Long- 
ford, at which place the head quarters and four troops of that regiment were then stationed, 
who was master of an Orange Lodge in the town, who obtained the warrant, and attended 
the first meeting of the lodge, when he opened and read it. Trumpeter Wheeler, who has 
been since discharged, was nominated the master of the regimental lodge ; that he attended 
several meetings of the lodge, but he never saw any non- commissioned officer at either of 
them. Each member contributed 1 s. a month ; one-fourth part of which sum was expended 
on the evening of the meeting, the remainder was appropriated to defray the expenses at- 
tending the purchasing of boxes, 8lc. for the lodge, and towards the formation of a fund, out 
of which it was intended to give every member the sum of 5 1. on being discharged from the 
regiment. No meeting was, he believes, held of the lodge after Dec. 1829, when the com- 
manding officer, Colonel Sir George Teesdale, addressed the men on parade, and pointed out 
to them the impropriety of soldiers becoming members of such associations ; he has not 
paid any money since that period towards its support. He says he does not think any 
officer of the regiment was acquainted with the formation of an Orange Lodge in the corps. 

The warrant obtained at Longford was renewed in Dublin in December 1831, when the 
regiment was quartered there previously to its returning to England. He believes it is at 
present in the possession of John Robinson, who belongs to the troop stationed at Clifton, 
but there has not, to his knowledge, been any use made of the warrant since its renewal ; 
5 s. 6d. w r as paid to Mr. Sunderland, the secretary to the Grand Lodge when the warrant 
was served, but nothing has been since paid to him. 

Private Samuel Duke, was e. member of an Orange Lodge that was held in the King’s 
Dragoon Guards at Longford in the summer and autumn of 14529 ; he attended it about 
three times ; the greatest number he ever saw at the lodge might have been 20 ; they were 
all privates. He remembers the Colonel addressing the men on parade the latter end of 
that year on the impropriety of soldiers attending Orange Lodges, and he has not himself 
been at a lodge since that time, and he does not think there has been one held in the regi- 
ment since that period. He heard the warrant (No. 5(57) had been renewed when the regi- 
ment was in Dublin in 1831, and that it was in the hands of private Robinson, who is in the 
troop at Clifton, but he believes no use has been made of it since its renewal. The first war- 
rant was not, he thinks, opened more than three months ; he paid 1 s. each of those months 
towards the expenses of the lodge. It v/as intended to give trumpeter Wheeler bl. on his 
discharge, out of the fund, but the total receipts were found to have been only sufficient to pay 
for the warrants and the articles the lodge was in want of. 

Private James Kennedy was a member of the Orange Lodge, No. 567, whilst at Longford, 
but on the circulation of the commanding officer’s order relative to lodges, it was abolished, 
and the warrant was, he believes, returned to the Grand Lodge ; he only attended two meet- 
ings of it ; there might have been 12 members present; they were all privates. 

Regimental Sergeant-Major Hollis beard from Mr. Hawkes, whilst at Longford, that 
trumpeter Wheeler had obtained a warrant for holding an Orange Lodge in the regiment ; 
we immediately communicated to Mr. Hill the adjutant, the circumstance, and he sent for 
Wheeler, who would not acknowledge that he knew anything upon the subject, and denied 
that he had ever attended any lodge whatever ; some time afterwards, Wheeler mentioned 
to him that he had had a warrant for a lodge, but that he had given it up to Mr. Hawkes. 
He is quite positive that no lodge has been held in the regiment since the receipt of the con- 
fidential circular letter, dated “ Horse Guards, Nov. 14, 1829.” He heard in the latter end of 
December in that year, that there were some Orangemen in the squadron that was stationed 
at Athlone; he was shortly afterwards sent overto that place on duty, and was directed to make 
inquiries whether these men attended any meetings there ; he found that a few men of the 
regiment had attended an Orange Lodge in the town, he reported the circumstance to Lieu- 
tenant Hill, on his return to Longford, who, he believes, immediately made a communication 
to the officer commanding the squadron on the subject, a copy of which letter I beg leave 
to enclose, together with a copy of Sir George Teesdale's letter in reply to a circular letter 
bearing date “ Adjt.-General’s Office, Dublin, 2 Jan. 1830.” 

I beg to add, that farrier John Kennedy has been desired to come over here from Wol- 
verhampton to-morrow morning, and I shall have the honour of communicating to you by 
that day’s post the result of my examination of him, touching the matter in question. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

Major-general Sir John Macdonald, K. C. B.\ JV. Thom , 

Adjutant-general, &c. &c. &c. J Lieutenant-colonel, A. Q. M. Gen. 

The following are the Enclosures. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 



Major-gen. Circular, 

Sir J. Macdonald. Sir, Adjutant-general’s Office, Dublin, 2 Jan. 1830. 

In pursuance of instructions received from the Horse Guards, I am directed by the Lieu- 

6 August 1835. tenant-general commanding, to call your attention to the circular letter from the Adjutant- 
general of the Forces, under date the 14 November last, on the subject of the existence of 
Orange Lodges in the regiment under your command, and to desire you will forthwith trans- 
mit for the Lieutenant-general’s information, the statement therein required. 

Officer commanding \ I have, &c. 

First Dragoon Guards, Longford, j (signed) J. Gardiner, D. A. G. 



Sir, Longford, 8 January 1830. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, and to 
state in reply, that there are a few Orangemen in the regiment, but I gave an order some 
time since for them not to attend the meeting of any lodge whatever, and that there does 
not at present exist anything of the sort in the corps. 

I have, &c. 

The Deputy Adjutant-general, &c. 8cc.\ (signed) G. Teesdale, 

Royal Hospital, Dublin. J Lieutenant-colonel K. D. Gds. 



Horse Guards, 
1 July 1822. 
Horse Guards, 
14 Nov. 1829. 



Sir, Longford, 25 February 1830. 

I am directed by Lieutenant-colonel Teesdale to send you the accompanying copies of 
letters, and to request that should anything of that nature exist in the squadron under 
your command, you will take immediate steps to have it totally suppressed. 

- I have, &c. 

Capt. Wilson, Commanding Detachment 1 (signed) H. Hill, 

King’s Dragoon Guards, Athlone. / Lieutenant St Adjutant K. D. Gds. 



The next report relates to the man at Clifton detached, and Lord Hill thought that 
Colonel Thom had conducted the other examination so well, that he ordered him 
to send the questions to that man, and yod will see his answer : 

Sir, . Birrpingham, 31 July 1835. 

I have the honour to report to you, for the information of General Lord Hill, that I have 
this morning seen farrier John Kennedy, of the King’s Dragoon Guards, in compliance with 
his Lordship’s commands, communicated to me in your letter of the 29th instant, and have 
questioned him respecting the warrant No. 567, which it has been stated in evidence recently 
taken before a Committee of the House of Commons to have been issued to him on the 
26th December 1831, to hold an Orange Lodge in the said regiment; and I have obtained 
from him the following particulars respecting the matter, in question, and which I trust his 
Lordship will find to be satisfactory. 

He states, that some short time after the arrival of the head-quarters and four troops of 
the King’s Dragoon Guards at Longford barracks in the summer of 1829, Mr. Ilawkes, 
a gentleman of that town, obtained a warrant for the holding of an Orange Lodge in that 
regiment in the town of Longford ; that there had been only two or three meetings held 
under the warrant before the commanding officer of the regiment. Colonel Sir George 
Teesdale, issued an order that no meetings of Orangemen should on any account be held 
in the corps ; that the warrant was in consequence immediately disannulled, and he positively 
asserts that there has not been any meeting of the Orange party held since that time in the 
regiment. 

Mr. Ilawkes, who procured the warrant, attended the first meeting of the lodge; he 
opened the warrant and read it ; he was master of an Orange Lodge that was held in his own 
house near Longford. John Kennedy thinks trumpeter Wheeler was nominated master of 
the regimental lodge. 

When the regiment was quartered in Dublin, the latter end of the year 1831, the warrant 
above alluded to was renewed in his (John Kennedy’s) name, it not having been of any use, 
the meetings under it having been restricted to the town of Longford ; that obtained in lieu 
of it was a travelling warrant ; no use has, however, been made of it ; he has himself never 
seen it, and does not know in whose hands it is at present. It was made out in his name on 
account of his father, who resides in Dublin, being a very old member of the Orange 
Society: the soldier who was instrumental in getting it renewed, was trumpeter Wheeler, 
who was shortly afterwards discharged from the service. The object they had in view in 
having it so done, was that they considered it would be a pity to throw away the money that 
had been originally paid for the warrant (about 21s.), when by having it renewed as a tra- 
velling warrant, for which 5 s, 6 c?. more was only required to be paid, they might perhaps 
be able to dispose of it to some person that might be in want of one, and to which it would 
be transferred by merely acquainting the Secretary of the Grand Lodge in Dublin with the 
name of the person proposed to be the master, of it. 

The 
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The agreement, on the formation of the lodge, was, that each member of it should subscribe 
1 s. per month, 9d. of the sum was to be placed in a chest, out of which the expenses of the 
lodge were to be paid ; the residue was to accumulate with a view of affording relief to those 
members who might be sick and require pecuniary assistance, and also to give to each mem- 
ber, on being discharged from the regiment, 5 1. to purchase a suit of clothes, the remaining 
3c?. to be expended at the meetings of the lodge, which were to have been held monthly. 
The subscriptions were only continued three months, and the total sum received was, in conse- 
quence, only found to be sufficient to defray the expenses of the warrant and the purchase 
of chests. There might have been 20 members at the time the lodge was dissolved, not one 
of whom was a non-commissioned officer. 

John Kennedy states his firm belief that no officer of the regiment was the least aware of 
the existence of an Orange Lodge in the corps. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant., 

Major-general Sir John Macdonald, K.C.B.,) JV. Thom, 

Adjutant-general, &c. &c. &c. j Lieutenant-colonel, A. Q. M. General. 



The next is the letter of Colonel Thom : — 

Sir, Birmingham, 3 August 1835. 

In obedience to the commands of General Lord Hill, conveyed to me in your letter of the 
31st ultimo, I forwarded to the officer in command of the troop of the King’s Dragoon 
Guards, stationed at Clifton, a list of questions to be put by him to private John Robinson, 
of that corps, respecting the existence of an Orange Lodge in the said regiment ; and I re- 
quested of him to obtain from that soldier, if possible, the warrant. No. 5(57, for the holding 
of an Orange Lodge in the King’s Dragoon Guards, which privates Henry Hewitt and 
Samuel Duke had informed me was in his possession. I have now the honour to enclose 
you, for his Lordship’s information, the answer made by private John Robinson to the 
several questions put to him by Captain Handley, together with the warrant above 
alluded to. 

I have the honour also to transmit a letter addressed to me by Colonel Sir George Tees- 
dale, commanding the King’s Dragoon Guards, for the information of Lord Hill, stating that 
he was much vexed and surprised when he found there was an attempt to form an Orange 
Lodge at Longford, in the regiment under his command ; that he instantly put a stop to it, 
and that he has every reason to believe there has never been a meeting since the last warrant 
was obtained. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

Major-general Sir John Macdonald, K.C.B.l N. Thom, 

Adjutant-general, See. 8cc. &c. J Lieutenant-colonel, A. Q. M. General. 



Sir, Birmingham Barracks, 3 August 1835. 

I h ave the honour to state, for the information of Lord Hill, that I was much vexed and 
surprised when I found there was an attempt to form an Orange Lodge at Longford, in the 
regiment under my command. 1 instantly put a stop to it, and I have every reason to 
believe that there has never been a meeting since the last warrant was obtained. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

To Lieut.-colonel Thom, &c. &c. 8tc. G. Teesdale, Lieutenant-colonel K. D. G. 



The next is the examination. 

(Memorandum.) 

Questions to be put to Private John Hobinson , King’s Dragoon Guards. 

Q. Whether he was a member of an Orange Lodge held in the King’s Dragoon Guards 
at Longford, in the year 1829 ; if so, to state, should he be able, at whose instance that lodge 
was formed ; who obtained a warrant for its formation ; whether the meetings under it were re- 
stricted to the town of Longford, or whether it was what is termed a travelling warrant ?— 
A. He was a member of an Orange Lodge at Longford, but not in 1829. It was at the in- 
stance of Mr. Ilawkes, of Longford, that the lodge was formed, and trumpeter Wheeler 
obtained the warrant. It was a travelling warrant. 

Q. For what length of time the meetings under that warrant were held, and the cause of 
their being discontinued'? — A. Not more than three or four months, and they were discon- 
tinued in consequence of trumpeter Wheeler being severely reprimanded by the Colonel. 

Q. Whether any sum was contributed by the members of the lodge periodically ; if so, in 
what manner the money paid was disposed of? — A. There was no money contributed’ to 
form a fund ; each member at the sitting paid about 6 d. for liquor. 

Q. Whether the warrant was renewed when the regiment was stationed in Dublin, in the 
year 1831 ; by whom renewed ; the cause of its renewal, and whether any use has been made 

475- M ‘ of 
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Major-gen. of it since that period ? — A. The warrant was renewed in Dublin, in 1831, in farrier John 

Sir ./. Macnonald. Kennedy’s name, on account of the other being dormant. No use has been made of it since 
that period. 

6 August 1835. Q. Whether he knows in whose possession the warrant is at present ; if it should be in his 
hands, to request him to deliver it up? — 

Q. To state, to the best of his recollection, the number of members who attended the 
lodge at Longford ; whether any of them were non-commissioned officers of the King’s Dra- 
goon Guards ; and whether there has been any meeting of the lodge since the regiment left 
that station ? — A. About 30 attended the lodge at Longford ; he only attended twice, and, 
to the best of his recollection, there were no non-commissioned officers present. There was 
a meeting in Dublin, about Christmas 1831, to get the warrant renewed, at which the officers 
of the lodge were appointed, but there has been no sitting under the warrant since it was 
obtained. 

Q. Whether any officer of the regiment was a member of the lodge, or was acquainted 
with the existence of an Orange Lodge in the corps ? — A. No officer of the regiment was 
a member, or acquainted, to the best of his knowledge, with the existence of an Orange 
Lodge in the corps. 

Sir, Clifton, 2 August 1835. 

I have the honour to forward you the answers of private J. Robinson as directed, together 
with the warrant in question. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

To Lieutenant-col. Thom, A. Q. M. General, A. Handley , 

Birmingham. Captain King’s D. Gds. 



(13.) Have you any more documents to put in? — No more, escept the two 
circular letters, on which I was first examined. 

The circular Letters were then put in, and read as follows : 

Circular. Confidential. — (Duplicate.) 

Sir, Horse Guards, 1 July 1822. 

Reports having reached the Commander-in-Chief, that measures are taken in some 
regiments to promote the establishment of Orange Lodges, and that in certain instances 
commanding officers have been solicited to permit soldiers to receive diplomas for holding 
such Lodges, His Royal Highness desires, that you will state, for His Royal Highness’s in- 
formation, whether any attempt of this description has been made in the regiment under 
your command, as His Royal Highness cannot too strongly reprobate a practice so fraught 
with injury to the discipline of the army. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient humble Servant, 

H. Torrens, A. G. 



This, Sir, is the second Letter ; 

Circular. Confidential. 

Sir, Horse Guards, 14 November 1829. 

In consequence of circumstances which have recently come to the knowledge of the 
General Commander-in-Chief, his Lordship has directed me to transmit to you a duplicate 
of the circular issued on the 1st July 1822, by his late Royal Highness the Duke of York, 
and to call your attention to the necessity or strict conformity to it, and of the exercise of 
the utmost vigilance on your part, to prevent the introduction or the existence, in the 
regiment under your command, of the practice therein adverted to, and which was so justly 
reprobated by His Royal Highness, as fraught with injury to the discipline of the army. 

In making any inquiry, w ith a view to ascertain whether any attempts to establish Orange 
Lodges have been made in the regiment under your command, you will cause it to be clearly 
understood by the men, that the investigation has become necessary on military grounds, 
and that they will not be exposed to any reflection or disgrace, on account of being Orange- 
men, but that their meeting being contrary to order and to the rules of the service, cannot be 
permitted under any pretence. Finally, that their disregard of this caution, will subject 
them to trial and punishment for disobedience of orders. 

I have the honour to be Sir, your most obedient humble Servant, 

Officer commanding. H. Taylor, Adjutant. 



These confidential letters are after a certain time embodied in the code of general 
regulations and orders of the army ; accordingly, the confidential circular letter of 
July 1822, is embodied in the “Addenda” of the edition of that year, of the 
general regulations and orders of the army, and in the next edition, which is no%v 
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in progress of publication, the circular confidential letter of the 14th November 
1829 will be embodied. 

(14.) Have the soldiers to whom these warrants were sent made any difficulty in 
giving them up? — None whatever. 

(1 5.) Have they acted secretly, as if they were doing any unlawful act?— I con- 
ceive, from the readiness with which they gave up the diplomas, and from the 
general tenor of the reports which the Committee have just heard read, that nothing 
could be farther from the purpose of any soldier concerned than to intentionally 
disobey the orders of his superiors touching the Orange Lodges. 

(16.) Have they stated that they did not know it was contrary to orders? 

I think the reports say so ; and Sir George Teesdale is very pointed in stating that 
when, in 1829, he reprimanded them upon the parade for encouraging meetings of 
this kind, they seemed to feel it, and it does not appear that in that regiment any- 
thing relating to Orange Lodges has taken place since, at least I think that has 
come out. 

(1 7.) Except the renewal in 1831 ? — But it does not appear they held any lodge. 
(18.) Look to the interior of that warrant; I believe it purports to bear date 15th 
September 1828? — Yes. 

(19.) That appears to be lithographed on the 25th September 1828?— Yes. 

(20.) Now will you take the trouble to look at the back of it?— It is marked in 
manuscript, issued “ 26th December 1831, signed W. S.” 

(2 1 .) Does not the order in 1 829, in its language, declare that there is no military 
offence in being an Orangeman, provided there is no military lodge in the regi- 
ment?— It does; but I would add, that the letter I now hold in my hand is a 
military order, applying to military purposes. . 

(22.) Would a soldier who joined the regiment in 1834, or the beginning of this 
year, previously to the sitting of the Committee, as you conceive, know that he was 
doin<r anything wrong in being an Orangeman, assuming no order had been read 
to him, forbidding him to belong to such an association ?— If he was not aware of 
the existence of the prohibitory orders now quoted, I conceive he would not be 
doing wrong in being an Orangeman. On looking at the “ circular confidential 
letter of November 1829 again, I see there is that reservation that the man s 
character is still safe ; it does not reflect on his character, but contemplates a mili- 
tary disobedience, for which he is accountable in a military point of view to military 

aU (230 ^Were these orders of 1 822 and 1 829 ever sent to the grand lodges of England 
and Ireland? — Never; we do not know where such lodges exist; I will venture to 
say there is not a military person at the Horse Guards, beginning with the com- 
mander-in-chief and ending with the office-messenger, that knows where the Orange 
Lodges exist. _ . . . 

(24.) This book contains the regulations?- It contains what we consider our 
standing orders ; that is the common designation for it when talking of it, but it is 
intituled, “ General Regulations and Orders of the Army.’ 

(25 ) What is the date of it?— This last edition is dated in 1822. 

(26.) It contains the order of 1822?— The “Addenda” does, which was 
annexed some time afterwards. 

(27 ) Is it the duty of the colonel or commander ot a regiment to have one ot 
these books?— It is indispensable. The colonel of the regiment is seldom in the 
actual command of it; the lieutenant-colonel, I presume, you mean. 

(28.) Whoever is in command of it?— Yes, whoever is in actual command of 
the regiment must be in possession of a copy of that book. 

(2Q ) Any man mav purchase that book at a military bookseller s? — He may. 

(30.) It is a book perfectly well known by all officers of the Army?— No book 
can have attained more notoriety, I should think. 

(31 ) It is a book to which any officer would naturally reler to know his duty 
in particular cases ?— Every regimental officer is ordered to supply himself with it. 

(32 ) The soldiers and non-commissioned officers have not the power of exa- 
mining that book?— Yes, undoubtedly; they have the power, by going into the 
orderly-room of the regiment, which is the depository of all general orders and 
regulations for the government of the Army. 

P (33) And that book is to be found in every orderly-room r— Yes ; the com- 
manding officer may occasionally take it out of the orderly-room, but I conceive 
that everv regimental orderly-room has or ought to have it. 

(ia) Do you not, in point of fact, consider that the serjeant of the regiment 
'• ' J c ought 
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Sir ^J^Macdonald OU§ht t0 ** co = nizant of the orc *ers contained in that book?— I think they are • but : 
ac °na . fjjgy are not ordered to have the book, because it is rather an expensive book* and 
6 August 1835. th 7 a, : e 5 ot ordered to purchase it. 

( 35-0 But it is kept in the orderly-room for the instruction of the non-commis- 
sioned officers, as well as others?— Yes, I conceive that every non-commissioned 
officer has it in his power to make himself acquainted with any of the contents' 
of that book. 

(36.) My question is, whether they ought to be cognizant? — There is but a 
comparatively small portion of this book that bears immediately on the conduct of a 
non-commissioned officer, or upon the obligations of his personal duties, and 
therefore it would be hard to say that every non-commissioned officer must be 
acquainted with the whole contents of so large a volume. 

(37.) But so much as does bear on their conduct they ought to be acquainted 
with ? — They ought, and are. 

(38.) Ought they not, then, to be acquainted with the order in that book which 
relates to the formation of Orange Lodges in Ireland ?— Undoubtedly. 

( 39 -) Although in the manuscript copy of this order it is marked “ confidential,” 
in the very same year in which it is dated, the year 1822, it was given to the 
world ? No ; it was published in the “ Addenda,” which came out some time 
afterwards. 

( 49 ;) Is there any edition subsequent to this? — No, none subsequent to that; 
there is one in preparation. 

(41.) When did this come out? — It is dated 1822 in the title-page. 

(42.) It came out at a subsequent period r — It takes some time to prepare it for 
publication ; I know not the precise time at which it was published. 

(43.) There is this document in it : “ His Royal Highness desires you will state, 
for his Royal Highness’s information, whether any attempt of this description has 
been made in the regiment under your command those are the words addressed 
to all commanding officers of regiments ? — Yes. 

(44.) May I ask whether you can produce the answers given to this circular 
vvhich states that? — Yes, there must be some answers, but it would be a work of 
time to trace them, because the accumulation of papers is necessarily put by in 
cases in cellars. J 

(45.) You say there must be some answers ?— Yes, there must. 

(46.) Must there not be answers to all? — There must be answers, and if it is the 
wish of the Committee I will endeavour to find and produce them. 

(47.) T ou mentioned at the outset of your evidence that you did not know 
whether that letter had been addressed to the Duke of Cumberland ; have vou 
a list of all those to whom it was addressed?— I stated at the outset, and now 
repeat, that I find that it was not addressed to Ilis Royal Highness. I beg leave 
to inform the Committee, that the invariable usage is to address letters of that 
kind only to officers in actual command and employment ; his Royal Highness not 
being in actual employment, although colonel of the regiment, the letter was not 
addressed to him; I have positively ascertained that it was not. 

(48.) That is the usual course at the Horse Guards ? — The invariable course. 

( 49 *) The till f °f S this book is not entered fully in our Minutes; it ought to be 
^General Regulations and Orders for the Army, Adjutant-general’s Office, Horse 
Guards, 1st January 1822;” is that so? — Yes. 

(50.) Here is a letter, signed Henry Torrens, Adjutant- general, Horse Guards 
1st January 1822”? — Yes. 

(51.) This letter states, 

, , , Horse Guards, 1 January 1822. 

His Majesty having been pleased to give His Royal approbation to the following amended 
edition ot the regulations and orders of the army, it is the Commander in Chief’s command 
that they shall be forthwith circulated and strictly observed. 

As these orders and regulations are applicable to all stations where the army may be 
employed, no reason can exist, nor will any excuse ever be admitted, for departing from them in 
any particular whatever; and His Royal Highness holds all general officers employed on the 
staii, and all commanding officers of regiments, strictly responsible that they shall be 
invariably obeyed and adhered to in all the more detailed instructions which may be issued 
troin tl “ e ,. tl ™. e in lo f al commands, or to brigades and regiments, for the general arrange- 
ments ot discipline and interior economy. 

Every officer in His Majesty’s service is required to provide himself with a copy of these 
regulations, and to make himself perfectly acquainted with them. Commanding officers of 

regiments 
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regiments and depots are responsible that this order is duly observed, and officers super- 
intending the embarkation ot regiments or detachments are to take care that no officer be 
allowed to embark without these regulations. 

By Command of His Royal Highness the Commmander in Chief, 

Henry Torrens, Adjutant-general. 

Answer. — There is always a prefatory order to each edition, enjoining implicit 
obedience to the contents of the volume. 

(52.) Was there any suspicion up to the present time of the existence of Orange 
Lodges in the army? — None whatever; I can take upon myself to say, that the 
operation of no general order has ever been watched with more care or with more 
vigilance than that of the very order which is now the subject of investigation. 

(53.) You have seen the evidence which has been laid before this Committee, 
showing the extent to which Orange Lodges exist in the army? — I have seen nothing 
except Mr. Hume’s letter to Lord Howick, which only alludes to the case of the 
regiments concerning which I produce these documents. 

(54.) And the 64th ? — Yes ; Mr. Hume’s letter alludes to the King’s Dragoon 
Guards, the 15th Hussars, the Royals, and the 64th Regiment. 

(55.) Admitting that the statement contained in that paper, with respect to the 
number of warrants for the formation of Orange Lodges now existing in the British 
army to be correct, do you not consider the danger and mischief to be produced 
by the existence of such association is materially increased by the secrecy with 
which they must have been carried on ? — I have no hesitation in declaring, that 
I can conceive nothing more dangerous to the welfare of an armed profession than 
meetings of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers, for the purpose of deli- 
berating on any subject whatever, and I must, consequently, think that the danger 
would apply in a very peculiar degree to a continuance of these lodges in the army. 

(56.) And do you not consider that that danger is materially aggravated by the 
circumstance of their having, up to this moment, eluded the vigilance of so many 
commanding officers of regiments in the army? — 1 conceive that in proportion to 
the secrecy with which they are kept, and the care that is taken to elude the vigi- 
lance of the commanding officer, the danger to be apprehended from meetings of 
that nature must increase. 

(57.) Have you known any instance in which the discipline of any regiment has 
been reported to you as having been impaired by the existence of an Orange 
Lodge ? — None ; no instance. 

(58.) Have you got any answer to the circular of the 14 November 1829? — I 
cannot at this moment take on myself to say, but I will also ascertain that point. 
I presume there must have been answers. 

(59.) You consider it dangerous to the service to have military men hold any 
meetings to deliberate on any subject whatever? — My opinion applies to non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers only. 

(60.) Composed as the army is, in a great measure of Roman-catholics, is not 
the mischief likelv to be greatly enhanced by deliberating in a body on subjects 
from which they are excluded? — Having accustomed myself to look at this matter 
merely in a military point of view, I can only continue to do so, and to deal with 
it as a thing obnoxious and prejudicial to military discipline. 

(61.) You consider him only as a soldier? — Nothing else. 

(62.) Will you allow me to ask, can you give the Committee any information as 
to complaints of the existence of Ribbon Lodges in the army ? — I have no recol- 
lection of any complaint. 

(63.) And we cannot get from you any assistance to elucidate that subject ? — I 
am afraid it is wholly out of my power ; indeed, I can speak confidently, that the 
records of my department do not furnish any information at all upon that subject, 
I should say none. 

(64.) Was any mention made in the letter sent to Lord Howick, of Ribbon 
Lodges ? — I think there was ; but perhaps the letter is here, for I understand that 
it has been laid upon the table of the House of Commons. 

(65.) We wish to know, if Ribbon Lodges were mentioned in that letter, whe- 
ther any such inquiry has been instituted with regard to Ribbon Lodges? — Lord 
Hill’s course of proceeding would be immediately to put down the Ribbon Lodges, 
as he would the Orange Lodges ; to denounce both alike ; but the Ribbon Lodge 
said to have existed in the 64th Regiment, is stated to have been put down by its 
commanding officer with the Orange Lodge. 

475. i> (66.) The 
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(66.) The reason that there is no answer as to the 64th Regiment, is, that the 
officer is now in Jamaica, and no answer can be got ? — I have already stated that 
the service companies of that regiment are now in Jamaica, and that the officer who 
commanded it at the time alluded to, is in India ; but that there will be a communi- 
cation from the depot of the 64th, which I will take care to send to the Committee. 

Daniel O'Connell, Esq. a Member of the Committee ; Examined. 

(67.) YOU have heard a statement made by Mr. O’Sullivan with respect to the 
Archbishop Gallini ? — Yes. 

(68.) Have you any documents you can put in with reference to that? — I wish, 
with reference to the application of Archbishop Gallini, to put in a letter in the 
Appendix of the Hibernia Dominica. So far as that letter was known in Ireland, 
the following declaration was published, dated the 28 July 1775. “ A book, under 

the title of Hibernia Dominica, having been printed, as appears from its title page, 
in the year 1762, and a supplement thereto published in the year 1772, as appears 
also from the title-page thereof, the general uneasiness and alarm which the said 
book and supplement occasioned amongst our people, have put us under the 
necessity of attentively examining them. We have attentively examined them, and 
we think it incumbent on us to express, in the most decisive manner, and with all 
sincerity, our entire disapprobation of them, because they tend to weaken and sub- 
vert that allegiance, fidelity and submission, which we acknowledge ourselves to 
owe from duty and from gratitude to His Majesty King George the Third ; because 
they are likely to disturb the public peace and tranquillity by raising unnecessary 
scruples in the minds of our people, and sowing the seed of dissention amongst them 
in points in which they ought, both from their religion and their interest, to be firmly 
united ; and they manifestly tend to give a handle to those who differ in religious 
principles from us, to impute to us maxims that we utterly reject, and that are by 
no means founded in the doctrines of the Roman-catholic Church. For these 
reasons we consider it as our indispensable duty not only to manifest, as we hereby 
do, our own sentiments, but also to inculcate the same as far as in our power to 
those under our care, but particularly our clergy, to whom we most earnestly 
recommend, that they be careful and zealous, upon all occasions, to instruct their 
flocks in those unfeigned principles of the allegiance, fidelity and attachment to the 
person and government of our gracious Sovereign, His Majesty King George the 
Third, which we, conforming ourselves to the doctrine of our holy Church, and to 
the repeated instructions of the supreme pastors thereof, have heretofore constantly 
enforced, and will always, with God’s blessing, continue to enforce by our words 
and by our example.” I also wish to give in two other documents. The first is a 
passage from Sydney Taylor’s Civil Wars of Ireland : “ Queen Mary commenced 
her reign by several acts equally just, humane and politic. The restoration of the 
old religion was effected without violence ; no persecution of the Protestants was 
attempted, and several of the English, who fled from the furious zeal of Mary’s 
inquisitors, found a safe retreat among the Catholics of Ireland. It is but justice 
to this maligned body to add, that on the three occasions of their obtaining the 
upper hand, they never injured a single person in life or limb, for professing a reli- 
gion different from their own ; ‘ they had suffered persecution and learned mercy,’ 
as they showed in the reign of Mary, in the wars from 1641 to 1648, and during 
the brief triumph of James the Second.” I wish to put in this passage from Sir 
Henry Parnell on Penal Laws against Catholics : “ A still more striking proof 
that the Irish Rouian-catholics, in Queen Mary’s reign, were very little in- 
fected with religious bigotry, may he drawn from their conduct towards the 
Protestants, when the Protestants were at their mercy. Were we to argue from 
the representations of the indelible character of the Catholic religion, as pour- 
trayed by its adversaries, we should have expected that the Irish Catholics 
would have exercised every kind of persecution which the double motives of 
zeal and retaliation could suggest. The Catholic laity, in all the impunity of 
triumphant bigotry, hunting the wretched heretics from their hiding places; the 
Catholic clergy pouring out the libation of human blood at the shrine of the God 
of mercy, and acting before high heaven those scenes which make the angels 
weep. But on the contrary, though the religious feelings of the Irish Catholics, 
and their feelings as men, had been treated with very little ceremony during the 
two preceding reigns, they made a wise and moderate use of their ascendancy ; they 
entertained no resentment for the past, they laid no plans for future domination. 

Even 
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Even Leland allows that the only instance of popish zeal was annulling grants, Daniel O'Connell, 
which Archbishop Brown had made, to the injury of the See of Dublin ; and certainly fcsq ' M ' p - 
this step was full as agreeable to the rules of law and equity as to popish zeal. The g August 1835. 
asserters of the Reformation, during the preceding reigns, were every, way unmo- 
lested, or, as the Protestant historian chooses to term it, “ were allowed to sink into 
obscurity and neglect.” I wish to show this. Mr. Sullivan has shown a consider- 
able ignorance of history. I wish to give these three dates, and let them appear 
on record. “ In the Polish Diet, where a single negative prevented the passing of 
a law, and where all the Catholic bishops sat as magistrates or peers, it was enacted, 
in 1.568, ‘ that not only those who adhere to the Catholic Church, but all, be they 
w ho they will, so they be but Christians, shall enjoy, and for ever retain, equal pri- 
vileges, rights and liberties. No individual, so he be a Christian, shall be excluded. 

As to the conduct of the Catholics in Maryland, I refer to page 82 in the first volume 
of Chief Justice Marshall’s History of General Washington for this fact. That 
the Assembly of Maryland, having acquired power, by reason of the disturbed state 
of England, passed a law, in 1649, emancipating the Protestants, and establishing 
perfect civil liberty. The Act is given at length in the second volume of Rees’s 
Encyclopaedia, article Maryland 5 and I know that Act was prepared, from another 
source, by a Jesuit. The recital states that the enforcement of conscience had ever 
been attended with dangerous consequences wherever it had been practised ; and to 
punish all reproach or approbrious names between any sect. Upon the Restoration 
the Protestant party became triumphant, and repealed that Act, and enacted 
penal laws against the Catholics. In 1676 the penal laws were repealed, and per- 
fect religious liberty established, which continued until the Revolution. In 1791 
the Catholic Diet of Hungary passed a law of Catholic emancipation, by which 
they gave one-fourth of the churches to Protestants, and provided that no Pro- 
testants should pay tithes to the Catholic clergymen. 
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ORANGE INSTITUTION. 



15th day of 
September 1828. 




County of Dublin, 
District of 1st Drag" G 5 . 



By Virtue of this Authority , 

Oar well-beloved Brother Orange-man, of the Purple Order, John Kennedy (and each of 
his Successors) is permitted to hold a Lodge, No. 567, m the County and District above 
specified^ to consist of True Orangemen, and to act as Master, and perform the requisites 



Given under our Great Seal. 



(Seal.) 



(Seal.) 



Countersigned by 
Robert Smith , 
County Grand Master. 



Ernest, Grand Master. 

Enniskillen, Deputy G d Master. 

Henry Maxwell, M.P., Grand Secretary. 
Win. R. Ward, Deputy G d Secretary. 
Henry Brooke, Grand Treasurer. 

George A. Nixon, Deputy G d Treasurer. 
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